Vocabulary Strategies


	Strategy
	Pre
	During
	Post
	Description
	Variations
	Links

	$25,000 Pyramid; aka Mile a Minute; aka Taboo
	X
	X
	X
	Stdts are in pairs. One partner has back to board. Teacher shows list of 5-6 terms to the “clue-giver.” The giver must get the “guesser” to say the term by giving clues but not actually saying the word. Play continues for 1 minute (vary based on needs of stdts). Pairs keep up with their score. Switch so the “clue-giver” is now the “guesser.” Play can continue as long as tchr and stdts determine.
	
	

	“Countdown”; aka “Guess the Covered Word”
	X
	
	X
	Teacher has 5 or 6 clues to a term. The first is very general and each questions becomes more specific. Students number their paper 1-6 or so and writes a guess after each clue.
	
	

	“I Have…Who Has…?”
	X
	
	X
	Students have cards that have a question on one side and the answer to someone else’s question on the other. One student starts by saying “Who has the answer for…” Student reads ? Matching student says, “I have (answer). Then says, “Who has…”
	
	

	“Say What?”
	X
	X
	X
	Students read an EOC question or any text. Students choose any word(s) that are unfamiliar or confusing and write them on sticky note. They ask other students for clarification of the word(s). Any words that aren’t clarified by class go to the teacher. Teacher reviews words
	
	

	Bridge Map
	X
	X
	X
	Used to show analogy relationships. Stdts are given an initial relationship then must generate like relationships with current content terms. 
	
	

	Bubble Map
	X
	X
	X
	Used to describe a concrete or abstract term; must use only adjectives for this map.
	
	

	Carrousel
	X
	X
	X
	Poster paper rotated among groups. Each group contributes more ideas or explanations to the featured concept. Students can record initial ideas then add, delete, or revise during or after instruction to incorporate new knowledge.
	Paper can move or groups can move from poster to poster.
	http://www.adlit.org/strategy_library/

	Circle Map
	X
	X
	X
	Used for brainstorming and/or defining meanings and associations of words.
	Can include illustrations; can divide circle into parts and have a criteria written in the Frame.
	

	Concentration
	X
	
	X
	Student s must match words and their definitions or illustrations.
	
	

	Concept Charts
	
	
	
	Also called “anchor charts.” Charts in the classroom that reinforce important concepts, relationships, or processes.
	
	http://www.adlit.org/strategy_library/

	Find Your Mate
	
	
	
	Words and definitions are distributed randomly throughout class. Students must find the match to their card.
	
	

	Frayer Model
	X
	X
	X
	Graphic organizer that allows stdts to develop the features of a concept or content area term.
	
	http://www.adlit.org/strategy_library/

	Graffiti 
	
	
	
	Similar to carousel; students write all words or ideas that relate in some way to the center terms.
	
	

	Greek & Latin roots
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Inner/Outer Circle; aka “Movers & Shakers”
	X
	
	X
	Each student receives a card with a word and a definition. Students arrange in one inner and one outer circle – with circles facing each other. Stdts. Are responsible for teaching their one word to everyone they pair with. One circle moves 1 or 2 “clicks” to the right or left and teaches word to new person. Continue as long as is appropriate.
	
	http://hs.doversherborn.org/ms/duryeaa/Vocabulary/Circles/Vocab%20Circles.doc

	Knowledge Self-assessment
	X
	
	X
	Teacher gives  list of terms – students rank them into one of three categories: “Know, and could explain to a classmate; Kind of know, but couldn’t explain;  and No Idea.” Students consult others to learn meanings of unknown words. The goal is to move every word up at least one level.
	
	

	Linear Array: Paint samples
	
	
	
	Can show the degree or intensity of concepts in relation to each other. Ex: rank foods by their fat content. Lowest content matches to the lightest chip.
	
	

	List-Group-Label
	X
	X
	X
	Stdts group words based on characteristics then create a title for each group.


	-Tchr gives categories to students


	http://www.adlit.org/strategy_library/

	Nine Square
	
	
	
	Draw tic-tac-toe board. Write a different term in each square. Draw a line connecting any three words. Students must write a short explanation of how they are related.
	Students choose three terms; teacher chooses
	

	Possible Sentences
	X
	
	X
	Stdts. Preview words for lesson and create sentences that show their prediction of word meanings.
	
	http://www.adlit.org/strategy_library/

	Semantic Feature Analysis
	X
	
	
	Uses a grid to allow students to compare and contrast the essential elements of term.
	
	http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/semantic_feature_analysis/

	Vocab. Self-collection journal
	X
	X
	X
	Students keep a alphabetized journal for words they encounter but don’t know.
	
	

	Vocabulary Puzzle
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Word Sort
	X
	X
	X
	Three cards per word: term, definition, illustration. Students match cards based on what they predict or think the terms mean. Students may rearrange during or after instruction based on new knowledge.
	
	http://www.adlit.org/strategy_library/

	Word Splash
	X
	X
	X
	Students are given terms that are important to the day’s lesson or a section of study (can use word sort cards, sticky notes, stdt-made cards, etc). Stdts arrange terms based on what they predict their relationship to be.
	Students use 3-column notes to write:

Term – Predicted meaning – Actual meaning
	

	Word Walls and activities
	X
	X
	X
	Vocabulary terms are arranged on the walls of the classroom. Terms are placed on the wall as they are studied in class. Tchrs incorporate strategies using the word wall to make it a “working wall.” The terms do not “speak” for themselves
	Games, bell-ringers, categorization and sorting, color-coding based on category.
	http://curriculum.org/storage/108/1278503618wordwalls.pdf


	Word Wheel
	X
	X
	X
	Good for Greek and Latin roots. Root is written in center. Words that include the root are written in the “spokes.” 
	Add illustrations; add more sections; have a poster-sized wheel for the class. Students collect words all week and write them on poster.
	

	Jeopardy without PowerPoint
	X
	
	X
	Free online Jeopardy game that keeps track of teams and scoring. Very easy
	
	www.jeopardylabs.com

	Hot Seat
	X
	
	X
	Split class into teams. Team sends one person to sit with back to board. Team gives clues to help “hot seater” guess the word.
	“Hot seater” asks his/her team yes/no questions to guess the word. Team with lowest score wins.
	

	Brainstorming/ Description Map
	X
	X
	X
	Circle map used for generating lots of ideas and associations to a key term or concept
	
	

	Duh! Huh?
	X
	
	X
	Two columns – students sort vocab. Terms based on how well they know the words: Duh! The student knows it easily. Huh? Not sure what it means. Students then write sentences as to why they know it or not.
	
	

	Trading Cards
	X
	X
	X
	Students design a trading card for a term or concept. 
	
	To download templates, go to Literacy Chick 

http://www.literacychick.com/writing.html 

	Word Clouds
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	


